BERGEN COUNTY HARLEY OWNERS GROUP

RULES FOR GROUP RIDING

. You MUST have a valid Motorcycle Drivers License with 1,000 riding
miles to your bike.

. You must be able to safely operate your motorcycie and be capable of
keeping up with the flow of traffic in order to participate in chapter
sanctioned group rides.

. if you are not a current member of the Bergen County Harley Owner's Group,
please see the Road Captain, prior to any ride, 1o sign 2 Release Form for
yourself or a participating minor.

. Riding Formation:

Staggered Formation: -

% 2 seconds behind the bike directly in front of you in the same lane

+ 1 second behind the bike in the altemate lane

+ Allow more time between bikes in bad weather

Single-File Formation:

4+ Narrow roads, sharp curves or peor road conditions, using the 2-
second rule

4+ Never pass a bike in the same lane, unless waved ahead by that rider.

Exploring the World of Group Riding
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When a space is empty in front of you: Maintain original position in group
and fill the gap left by a departing member by crisscrossing over...

Exploring the World of Group Riding

. Lane Changes:

¢+ The Road Captain will initiate lane changes
+ Basics for lane changing:

* Use Directional * Check your mirrors
* Use hand signals * Give a head check
Maintain a constant speed to minimize the “rubber band effect.”

Always keep the group tight without crowding each other. Stay close
through intersections and traffic lights, so the group doesn’t get divided.

You are never safe from lightening on a motorcycle!

10. Always let cars through:

4+ Regain staggered formation when it is safely possible

11.1n the svent of a probiem with you or your bike:

¢ Pull out of formation to the side of the rcad. The Rear Road Captain
will stop with you. All other riders are to follow the Lead Road Captain
to a safe area to stop.

12.1n the event of an accident:

¢+ Evaluate the situation and maintain your own safety
+ Stay in formation and stay with the Lead Road Captain to pull over into
a safe area




¢ I necéssary, the Road Captain and Safety Officer will attempt to

coordinate:
s attending the injured
» plocking and controlling traffic
» going for and seeking help

13. Departing from the group early:
+ Notify your lead Road Captain, preferably at the beginning of the ride

or at one of the rest/gas stops
4 “Your riding position should be at the rear of the group. This will aveid

confusion when you do depart.

14. Never ride in someone’s blind spot.

15.Remember, each rider is responsible for his or her own safety.

And finally, always remember,
drugs and alcohol will ruin both you and your bikel
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HAND SIGNALS FOR COMMUNICATING WHILE RIDING
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HAND SIGNALS

SRR

Turn signal on
open/close thumb + finger

SRR

Slow down
move hand up and down

You lead
point directly in front

move hand up and down

Y 2

‘Start engines
move fingerina circular moticn

i

Staggered formation
twist wrist back and forth

right side

All hand signals should be given with the left hand.

e

H;iard on road
left side




.3 Discuss the ride: deétlnation Include any mformatlon rtcié:rfs should have about t the desmatio o

7 Discuss the route. Mention any hazards or special conditions riders may encounter,
[ Review staggered formation riding with the group. Not everyone may be familiar with i,
3 Identify sweep riders.

7 Be sure everyone understands that although it is a group ride, safety is a personal rasponsibility and riders
must obey the laws of the road on an individual level, regardless of what the group does.

3 Ifitisn't safe to pass, go through an intersection or make a turn - THEN DON'T.
3 Keep the meeting short and to the point.
(3 Review the T-CLOCS safety check with all riders.

T — Tires and Wheels

C — Conirols
L — Lights

O — Qi

C — Chassis
S — Sidestand

3 Leave on time.

- Scan %% - Evaluate

e

Pick a point and look at .
Notice how far you can see from side to side without moving your eyes/head.
Try to increase your awareness of what is happening at the edges of your vision,

Look through the turn to your final destination.

_ GROUP RIDING




